The First Ten Days of Dhul Hijjah
Learning Unit and Lapbook kit

By Talibiddeen Jr.
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Reference: “The Month of Dhul-Hijjah” from www.troid.org.

What is dhul hijjah?
The Islamic calendar (hijri calendar) has twelve months. The last month of the Islamic year is Dhul Hijjah. During this month, many Muslims perform Hajj, the pilgrimage to the Kabah (which is in Makkah, Saudi Arabia).
Activity:  Make a calendar for Dhul Hijjah for this year.  Label the month and the days.  The Islamic month has 29 or 30 days and the length of the month is based upon the sighting of the crescent moon.

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


How are the first ten days special? 

“The first ten days of Dhul Hijjah are the best and most virtuous days of the year.  They are the days in which Allah most loves the doing of good deeds.”
The Prophet (salla Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said, “There are no days during which good deeds are more beloved to Allah than these (ten) days.” He was then asked, “Not even jihad in the path of Allah?” So he replied, “Not even jihad in the path of Allah, except for a person who goes out with his self and his wealth and come back with nothing.”
Activity: Discussion questions
What is jihad?  

What does it mean that “a person …goes out with his self and his wealth and come back with nothing” mean?

What is a person who does this called?

What should we do in these ten days?

Because these are the best days, it is recommended to increase our good deeds during these days.

We should increase in things like saying tasbeeh, tamheed, tahleel and takbeer during these days.

Activity: Listen to your teacher describe these (from the article if necessary)) then, in the appropriate speech bubble, write the wording of each, that is: Takbeer = Allahu Akbar, etc), then place the bubbles in your lapbook along with the banner.




What is yawmul Arafah and what should we do on this day?

The word for day in Arabic is yawm. Yawmul Arafah is the day of Arafah. Arafah is the mountain where pilgrims gather on the ninth day of Dhul Hijjah during hajj to pray and supplicate (ask things of Allah). 
For those who do not make hajj, it is highly recommended to fast on this day.

The Prophet (salla Allahu alayhi wa sallam) was asked about fasting on Yawmul Arafah and he said it expiates the sins of the past year and the coming year.

Activity: 
1. Mark the ninth day on your Dhul Hijjah calendar as Yawmul Arafah.  Try to fast that day. Plan out your suhoor. Set your alarms and make any other arrangements (such as reviewing fasting) prior to this day.
Fill in the shapes below with answers to the questions for your lapbook.


What is Eidul Adhaa?
Eid ul Adhaa is the tenth day of Dhul Hijjah. It marks the end of the major rites (activities) of the Hajj.
Activity: Mark this day on your Dhul Hijjah calendar.

This day is also known as the day of An Nahr (Slaughtering).

The Prophet (salla Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said “The greatest day of the Hajj is the Day of An Nahr.”
On this day, Muslims slaughter a camel, cow, sheep, or goat.

Activity: Animal match. Cut out the cards and use for a matching game or as flashcards.
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	خروف


Make a pocket for these to keep them in your lapbook.

Why do Muslims slaughter on Eidul Adhaa?

Muslims slaughter to commemorate the sacrifice of Ibrahim (alayhi salaam).  Allah had ordered Ibrahim (alayhi salaam) to sacrifice his firstborn son, Ismaeel (alayhi salaam). Ibrahim (alayhi salaam), started to obey his Lord in this command and Allah gave Ibrahim (alayhi sallam) a ram to slaughter in place of his son.
The Story of the Sacrifice from the Quraan:
[037:083] And verily, among those who followed his [Nûh's (Noah's)] way (Islamic Monotheism) was Ibrahim (Abraham).

 [037:084] When he came to his Lord with a pure heart (attached to Allâh Alone and none else, worshipping none but Allâh Alone – true Islamic Monotheism, pure from the filth of polytheism).

 [037:085] When he said to his father and to his people: "What is it that which you worship?

 [037:086] "Is it a falsehood – âlihah (gods) other than Allâh – that you desire?

 [037:087] "Then what think you about the Lord of the 'آlamîn (mankind, jinn, and all that exists)?"

 [037:088] Then he cast a glance at the stars,

 [037:089] And he said: "Verily, I am sick (with plague). [He did this trick to remain in their temple of idols to destroy them and not to accompany them to the pagan feast]."

 [037:090] So they turned away from him and departed (for fear of the disease).

 [037:091] Then he turned to their âlihah (gods) and said: "Will you not eat (of the offering before you)?

 [037:092] "What is the matter with you that you speak not?"

 [037:093] Then he turned upon them, striking (them) with (his) right hand.

 [037:094] Then they (the worshippers of idols) came towards him hastening.

 [037:095] He said: "Worship you that which you (yourselves) carve?

 [037:096] "While Allâh has created you and what you make!"

 [037:097] They said: "Build for him a building (it is said that the building was like a furnace) and throw him into the blazing fire!"

 [037:098] So, they plotted a plot against him, but We made them the lowest.

 [037:099] And he said (after his rescue from the fire): "Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will guide me!"

[037:100] "My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the righteous."

[037:101] So, We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.

[037:102] And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: "O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you (offering you in sacrifice to Allâh). So look what you think!" He said: "O my father! Do that which you are commanded, In shâ' Allâh (if Allâh wills), you shall find me of As-Sâbirûn (the patient)."

[037:103] Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to the Will of Allâh), and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead (or on the side of his forehead for slaughtering);

[037:104] We called out to him: "O Ibrahim (Abraham)!

[037:105] You have fulfilled the dream!" Verily, thus do We reward the Muhsinûn (good-doers). See 2:112).

[037:106] Verily, that indeed was the manifest trial.

[037:107] And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice (i.e. a ram);

[037:108] And We left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later generations.

[037:109] "Salâm (peace) be upon Ibrahim (Abraham)!"

[037:110] Thus indeed do We reward the Muhsinûn (good-doers. See V.2:112).

[037:111] Verily, he was one of Our believing slaves.

Extra: Read the narration in Arabic from the Quraan.

Activity: Answer the question in your own words and cut out and place in lapbook.


How is Eid ul Adhaa observed?

We slaughter an animal (after the Eid Prayer) if we are able to and and we eat and drink. The days of eating and drinking also include the three days after Eid ul adhaa, These are known as the days of tashreeq. 

Activity: 
1. What are the dates of the days of at-Tashreeq?

Dhul Hijjah ______, ________, and _______. 
2. Mark these on your Dhul Hijjah calendar.
3. Cut out, and color the calendar boxes below and place in lapbook.
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The First Ten Days of Dhul Hijjah Review Game
Note:
For ahadith mentioned in the unit, I did not cite the source. I pulled them from the article, “The Month of Dhul Hijjah,” so please refer to that article if you have questions as to the authenticity or source.  If I have made errors in reproducing the ahadith, please let me know.
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During the first 10 days of Dhul Hijjah, increase our saying of:





What is Yawmul Arafah?





   What do pilgrims do on Yawmul Arafah?





     What is it recommended that non pilgrims do on Yawmul Arafah?





     What is the reward of fasting on Yawmul Arafah?





    What does Eidul Adhaa commemorate?
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